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Gaza and Palestinian refugees, repercussions and reflections



The Palestinian Human Rights (PHRO) expres its relief with the current truce and the resolving of the
hostage issue, with hope that it will continue. Eventhough we in PHRO looking forward to a
comprehensive, sustainable ceasefire and the revival of the peace process, we hope that the Security
Council, in today’s session, will take a decision in this regard. | would also like to reaffirm PHRO firm
condemnation of all brutal, unprecedented, and disproportionately violent hostilities, and the
continuing threat of their resumption in the Gaza Strip, as well as the systematic targeting of civilians
and civilian public figures, especially those bearing distinctive signs, such as hospitals, places of
worship, and schools affiliated with the United Nations Agency for UNRWA, in-particular those that
sheltering displaced civilians, constituting a serious and gross violations of international human rights
law and international humanitarian law and considered war crimes.

PHRO confirms that the deteriorating developments in the Gaza Strip since October 7, with its
tragedies, siege, destruction, gross and serious crimes, and the high numbers of dead and wounded
from various segments of the population without discrimination, with the majority are children and
women, resulted in a state of anger and rage among Palestinians all their places of residence/refuge.
This is due to their organic interconnectedness that escalates in crises despite their dispersion,
fragmentation, and distraction with various daily life concerns, as a result of the ongoing catastrophic
repercussions caused by the Israeli occupation and its obstinacy since 1948, by refusing their return
to their lands and homes, and by enacting unjust and arbitrary laws that discriminate against
everyone who is not Jewish, by denying them their right to return, with the aim of preventing them
from exercising their collective right to self-determination.

Gaza and West Bank refugees are in the eye of tragedy and diaspora refugees are watching

Today, November 29, is the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. It is known
that the majority of the Palestinian people are refugees, they are the children and grandchildren of
1948 refugees living the repercussions and reflections of their ongoing catastrophe, where about 2.2
million people live in the Gaza Strip, including 1.7 million refugees.Their socio-economic situation
has continued to decline as a result of the occupation and the land, sea, and air siege imposed by
Israel. They live under collective punishment as a result of the ongoing siege since 2007. In the West
Bank, there are more than a million refugees registered out of the 3.2 million inhabitants of the West
Bank, which is naturally besieged and also dismembered, and Israeli occupation army attacks are
concentrated on their camps, especially of Nablus, Jenin, Tulkarm, and Jericho camps.

The number of refugees in the neighbouring countries exceeds 3.5 million, the majority of whom are
in Jordan. It goes without saying that refugees have always been, and still are, the root of the issue,
and victims of violent targeting, attacks, and gross human rights violations, in most of the areas
where they have been and are present. They live the repercussions and implications of the
occupation and its ongoing hostilities, and more recently the events after October 7 in the Gaza Strip,
their repercussions in the West Bank and neighboring countries, especially Syria and Lebanon in
particular, where refugees are affected by the ramifications of all crises in the region, and of course,
particularly those that occur in Palestine.



What was suggested in the first days of the Israeli hostilities on the Gaza Strip was an indication of
the rea and predicted intentions of Israel for a large-scale forced displacement, accompanied by calls
for their deportation to Sinai and escalations to the point of some demanding that the international
community absorb them after a large percentage had been displaced to south Gaza. This raises fears
of a second Nakba for Palestinian refugees, especially if hostilities resume and expand towards the
governorates of the southern Gaza Strip.

These allegations angered the Egyptian authorities, who announced their complete refusal of
displacement and considered it a spark for igniting a war. This does not seem unlikely if the residents
of the Gaza Strip were displaced to Sinai. Bearing in mind the experience of Lebanon, where the
approximately the remaining 200,000 refugees (550,000 according to UNRWA records), some of
which chose to seek refuge again in relative safety around the world, most of them illegally after they
were able to cross to the other countries located along the Mediterranean sea and then to Europe.
Those that remain have their state of vulnerability exploited and are used as fuel for wars and to
oppose the peace process. It should be noted that Egyptian laws and policies regarding refugees are
flawed, not to mention the large border area with Israel and the huge difference in population posing
twice the danger.

This also raised alarm bells for the Jordanian authorities, who did not hide their fear of the real
possibilities of displacing the Palestinians of the West Bank to Jordan, which would make the number
of refugees greater than the indigenous population, and this was also considered a sign of igniting a
war. Then, in what was later proposed for the post-war stage on how to govern the Gaza Strip, no
solution addressed the issue of the refugees, who are the heart of the issue, raising the fears of the
Palestinian refugees in Syria and Lebanon (the two countries already in a state of war and are using
the Palestinian presence), ignoring their issues and leaving it without any solution. In addition to the
host countries’ fears of imposing resettlement that is constitutionally rejected, especially in Lebanon,
which classifies itself as a transit country and not a permanent country for refugees where the
Palestinian refugees have long been considered a sectarian demographic problem and has dealt with
Palestinian refugees with an intrusive policy of exclusion and non-stay, with the aim of getting rid of
the largest number of them and pushing them to emigrate by various means.

Palestinian refugees in the diaspora are watching with interest, what has happened and is happening
in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank camps, and their hearts are heavy with pain, and they are not
only worried at the possibility of returning to some kind of confrontation between the two parties,
but rather, the developments in Palestine and the Palestinian refugees presence in the countries
that host them, are used to heat up the fronts with Israel, as is happening on the southern Lebanese
front, which witnessed limited confrontations, but they may break out at any moment and expand
and reach undesirable consequences.

The repercussions of widening scope of the confrontation and its impacts



The possibilities of displacement and the creation of a new refugee problem, which are beingignored,
just as the issue of the 1948 refugees was ignored, leaves the old refugee problem in the neighboring
countries without a solution, thus, exacerbating the accumulated and complex tensions, especially
in Lebanon. It will repeat the cycle of violence that this country witnessed in the 1970s whose
repercussions has not ended until today. It undermines the peace process and any commitment to
human rights and relevant international conventions and laws, and returns the region to point zero
and senseless wars. New periods of violence and counter-violence will be generated, which will not
remain within the region, but will extend beyond it to a broader scope, and previous experiences
indicate this, especially since the organic interconnection of refugees exceeds the geographical
borders of the region. This interconnectedness also extends to adopting potentially harmful actions
and adopting violent methods, especially since their situation in Europe raises concern, as they were
not dealt with as an issue and no work was done to integrate them properly. Rather, they were taken
as individuals and treated as stateless.

The Palestinian Human Rights Organization (PHRO) is deeply concerned about international policies
and practices that selectively focus on areas of armed conflict or those where acts of violence are
taking place. It receives global attention and opportunities for settlements according to the interests
of great powers instead of justice and international resolutions. It raises fears, astonishment, and
raises questions. This pushes those with just causes toward extremism, resorting to violence, and
resorting to weapons, instead of respecting international law.

In order for the tragedies not to be repeated, and the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, and even in the
West Bank, not to live a second Nakba, as a result of the racist policies adopted by the extreme
Israeli right, it is necessary to take lessons from what happened over the past three decades. The
international community’s abject failure to implement UN resolutions related to the Palestinian issue,
and the failure of those in charge of the peace process to produce a solution to the ongoing conflict
that meets the minimum level of human, political, individual and collective rights for the Palestinians,
the initiative is to address the root cause of the problem and the source of all legitimate, illegitimate
and unjustified acts of violence, which is the occupation in the first place. All of its forms must be
ended, including finding a solution to the settlements; Secondly, the issue of East Jerusalem; thirdly
and most the importants, at least with regard to PHRO and the refugees, is finding a just solution to
the refugee issue that they accept and is not in exchange for their right to return.

As for refugees in Lebanon and Syria, the state of fear and extreme destitution must be reduced, and
all conditions that allow extremism to emerge and irregular migration must be combated. Serious
actions must be taken to prevent the recruitment and use of young people as fuel for wars and illegal
acts of violence, and to build the capacities of young people so that they can participate in creating
solutions to their issues, and engage positively in the peace process, provided that it is built on sound
and fair foundations this time. We should take advantage of the opportunity presented by Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia in the recent joint Arab-Islamic summit, agreeing to hold of an international peace
conference, preparing to revive the peace process in accordance with the two-state solution option
and the Arab initiative. There is also the need to heal the wounds of Gaza and rebuilding it as well as



putting the internal Palestinian house in order. PHRO reiterates that anything less than that will not
get us to the next phase, nor revive the peace process in the foreseeable future, without risking the
armed conflict expanding and other axes joining it. The exacerbation of the crisis, the losses, the cost
of the war, and the accompanying additional catastrophic burdens on societies and the already crisis-
bound global economy, can have disastrous consequences that eliminate the already slim hopes for
the peace process, thus undermining the credibility of international laws and conventions and the
commitment to them.

PHRO is an independent non-governmental organization, established in 1997, recognized in Lebanon under
registration no. 36/AD and works for promoting, protecting and defending the Human Rights of the Palestinian
Refugees in MENA region. PHRO is a member of the international Federation for Human Rights (FIDH) and the

EuroMED rights and the Arab Organization for Human Rights (AOHR).
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